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'' ... of CABBAGES AND KINGS.''
The Newsletter of the University of the Pacific Emeriti Society

May, 2006

COMMENCEMENT- MAY 20, 2006
CHARLES SHILLING TO BE
HONORED

As reported in the last
issue, commencement at
Pacific has undergone some
radical changes. The main
feature of this innovation is a
consolidated commencement
ceremony starting at 8:30
a.m. on Saturday, May 20 in
the Ale x G. Spanos Center.
At that time, the Orders of
Pacific and honorary degrees
will be conferred and Charles
Schilling will receive a special
award to mark his retirement
from 50 years as the
University organist
and
carilloneur.
As usual, the Emeriti
will be next to the platform
party; however, the line of
march has been reversed so
we will be next to last, rather
than being the first faculty to
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enter the ceremony.
details for those who
planning to participate in
parade will be found at
end of this article.

Full
are
the
the

Degrees
will
be
conferred at the consolidated
ceremony and diplomas will
be distributed
later at
individual ceremonies. The
commencement speaker will
be Jose M. Hernandez, a
1984 graduate of the School
of Engineering who is now an
astronaut
and
Mission
Specialist with NASA. An
honorary degree will also be
given to Clint Eastwood, the
Oscar winning actor and
director,
who
is
now
Honorary Chairman of the
Brubeck Institute.
After the completion of
the consolidated ceremon y,
the individua l schools will
disperse for noon ceremonies
at which the diplomas will be
given out. COP will gather in
the Spanos Center. The
School of Pharmacy and
Health Sciences will move to
the Pharmacy Lawn; the
School of Education will use
the South Campus Lawn .
Knoles Lawn will be the site
of the ceremony for the
School of Busin ess whil e the
School of Engineering and
Computer
Scien ce
w ill
convene on the Hand Hall
Lawn and the Sch ool of
Internati onal Studies will use

the Faye Spanos Concert Hall.
At
3:30
p.m. ,
the
Conservatory of Music will hold
the last of the diploma
ceremon ies in the Concert
Hall. The School of Law and
the School of Dentistry will
have their ceremonies on May
13 and June 11 in Sacramento
and
San
Francisco,
respectively.
For those planning to
participate in the main
Commencement ceremony,
the Emeriti are supposed to
gather at the Southeast
Entrance to the Spanos
Center, (nearest to the South
Campus Gym) at 8 a.m. This
location will give us access to
the elevator to the floor level.
Kitty
Gilbert (or ot her
members of the Provost's
Office staff) will see that we
get to the floor at the
appropriate time. Parking for
faculty and staff has been
reserved at the side of Long
Theater or
behind
the
Computer Science (what used
to be duplicating/mail room)
or Psychology
Buildings .
Handi capped
park ing
is
reserved in the swimming pool
lot; this is also reversed for
VIP parking . Al l other parking
lots (including those behind
athletics and in front of Long
Th eater) will be open to the
general public and ma y not be
easily available. If you intend
also to participate in one of
th e diploma ceremoni es, you

2 " ... of CABBAGES AND KINGS."

will need to contact the
Dean 's Office for the school
involved in order to let them
know your intentions and get
what other information is
appropriate.
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and admissions standards
can be seen from the data
reported.
Architectural
drawings of the new Student
Center and Biology Building
were on display along with
some maps of the campus of
the future.

SPRING LUNCHEON

On March 8, more
than 40 people gathered in
the Regents' Dining Room to
attend our Spring Luncheon.
At the morning program, Jim
Blankenship of the School of
Pharmacy and Pat Jones of
the Chemistry Department
shared some of the displays
and stories from their project
in the local schools. Under a
$1.5 million dollar grant, the
TEAM project has taken
graduate students into the
schools to guide teachers
and students through science
projects.
Our colleagues
brought some posters and
displays
from
student
projects and described the
process
by which they
prepare
the
graduate
students and match them
with local teachers for the
undertaking.

RETIREMENT DINNER

On
April
19,
attendance at the annual
Retirement dinner topped a
hundred; this was the largest
group we have had in recent
years. Honored on their
retirement
were:
Bill
Brennan,
History;
Pat
Catania, Pharmacy; Deann
Christianson, Mathematics;
Lee Christianson, Biology;
Dave Fletcher, Engineering;
Roger Katz,
Psychology;
David Miller/ School of Law
and Darcy Umphred, Physical
Therapy. Seven of the ten
retirees were able to join us
and were introduced by
persons of their choosing.
The others were introduced
by
their
Deans
or
Department Chairs.
EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE

After a short business
meeting in the afternoon ,
President deRosa brought us
a PowerPoint presentation on
the progress of the last ten
years and plans for the
University in the future. In
addition to the fiscal success
which has eliminated the
deficits, significant progress
in application rates , yields

Following the spring
Luncheon, we still did not
have a President or candidate
for same. However, Gwenn
Browne had offered to take
that job back if she could get
assistance on the newsletter.
Since offers of assistance
were forthcoming, at their

March
15
meeting
the
Executive Committee elected
Gwenn to the two year term of
President which starts in June.
On
April
5,
the
Executive Committee met with
Rod Brodnick to review the
University planning document
called Pacific Rising. The
editing process has continued
since we had the Spring
Luncheon and the IPC had met
the day before our meeting
and
approved
a
new
document. The one we
discussed is slightly different
from the one which we
distributed at the luncheon
and was available (with proper
ID) on the website; we were
the first to respond to the new
document. Two people sent in
e-mails which
generated
significant discussion about
science, critical thinking and
music, as well as general
education. Rod was very
patient as we occasionally
wandered from current and
future prospects to recall and
discuss the ancient past but
we were able to give
considerable feedback. Anyone
wishing to view the planning
document for the first time
should
contact
Roland
diFranco for the proper ID.
PRESIDENT'S REPORT

Academic year 20052006 is rapidly drawing to a
close.
The Emeriti Society
Executive Committee has been
pleased with participation by
Society members in our two
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luncheon meetings as well as
attendance by members in
other University activities to
which Emeriti were invited.
We also wish to thank
Provost Phil Gilbertson and
Academic Council Chair Dave
Fries for making it possible
for Emeriti faculty to
participate in the University's
Planning Process that has led
to drafts of the Pacific
Rising document. It's nice to
know that the administration
values our input in this
process.
The
Faculty
Retirement Dinner was a
great success and we are
looking forward to welcoming
the new retirees into the
Society.
The
Emeriti
Executive Committee would
like to thank the following
Emeriti
for
their
participation:
Master of
Ceremonies, Gwenn Browne;
Dinner Music, Stan Beckle r;
Performance of "Pacific Hail,"
Charles Schilling;
Table
Decorations, Doris Meyer
and Jean Matuszak with
assistance from Pearl Piper;
Seating of Guests, Roy
Whiteker
and
Les
Medford. Thanks also go to
the Provost's Office: Provost
Phil
Gilbertson,
Wendy Conley, Debbie Miller
and Kitty Gilbert.
We would also like to
give speci al thanks to our
Spring Luncheon speake rs.
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Pharmacy's Jim Blankenship
and Chemistry's Pat Jones
presented a very interesting
program on the NSF-funded,
science-teaching/research
project they have been
directing the past three years
in conjunction with the San
Joaquin
County
Superintendent's
Office .
Pacific graduate students
from the Pharmaceutical and
Chemical Sciences have been
working with several County
schools and showing those
students that learning about
science can be fun, especially
when one gets to participate
in research projects.
We
would also like to express our
appreciation to President Don
DeRosa
for
his
very
interesting report on the
current state and future
plans for the University.
An important Emeriti
Society activity is the "Oral
History" Project. Than ks to
Doris Meyer for keeping the
project going, getting Emeriti
interested in participating
and
working
with
the
University Archivist, Michael
Wurtz, so that our interviews
are worth-while and will be
an important part of the
University's history.
We hope to see many of you
at
the
University
Commencement, May 20,
and at the Pacific Alumni
Weekend, June 23-25 .
Best Wishes,
Alice Jean Matuszak

REPORT FROM THE ACADEMIC
COUNCIL

By Roland di Franco,
Emeriti Representative
This report covers the
meetings of the Academic
Council for March and April.
At the March meeting
Rod Brodnick reported on
faculty responses to the 2005
national survey of the Higher
Education Research Institute.
215 (53%) of the faculty
responded to the survey.
There is a high congruence
with student goals and values.
The faculty tends to be more
practically focused and less
liberal arts focused. There is a
higher involvement in the
community here than reported
nationally. There is less focus
on religion and spirituality and
slightly more focus on liberal
learning that is commonly
found in California. There is a
high degree of respect across
faculty and student lines .
There is less focus on
professional development.
The Provost met with
t he Executive Board to discuss
the analyses to be done on
professional tra vel
within
units. The raw data contains
travel for other purposes and
needs to
be reworked.
Discussion centered around
the question of whether each
faculty member is provided
with funds to give one
presentation each year. In
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some units this is so; in
others it is unclear. Further
study was recommended and
will be done.
Larry Spreer reported
on the work of the IPC. The
current outlook is for $4.8
million above what had been
budgeted for 2006. Some of
these funds will be used to
fix leaks in the swimming
pool
and
to
assist
ad missions. The
newly
established admissions fee
will be dropped.
Gene Pearson brought
a proposal to change the
membership and charge of
the Athletic Advisory Board
to bring it into line with
NCAA policies. The Council
approved the changes.
The membership of
CAPO was changed so that
all co lleges and school are
represented and its mission
was updated.
On March 31 the
Council, together with the
Committee on Graduate
Studies and the Academic
Affairs Committee, held a
forum to provide feedback to
Provost Phil Gilbertson on his
proposal to restructure the
Offi ce of Research and
Graduate
Studies . The
Provost reported that the
President
wants
to
strengthen
graduate
education at the University.
The proposa l is to abolish the

office of Graduate Dean and
to replace it with a Vice
Provost for Collaborative
Programs and Research.
Discussion revealed wide
dissatisfaction
with the
graduate admissions process
and the record keeping
process for student progress
towards
completion
of
requirements for graduate
degrees.
These
issues
consume so much time for
the office that the Graduate
Dean has little time to
provide the oversight and
leadership
of graduate
programs.
Dean Dennis
Meerdink has worked with
the School of Business to
develop
an
admissions
process which transfers the
control of admissions to the
School. Discussion centered
around the suggestion that
this be done for other
graduate programs. How the
costs of such a process wou ld
be apportioned was unclear.
The costs of the various
options will be studied by the
Provost and the Chairs of the
Academic
Council,
the
Committee on
Graduate
Studies, and the Academic
Affairs Committee.
At the April meeting of
the Council, the Provost told
the Council that he will take
more t ime to make a decision
on the above proposal,
probably January, 2007 or
later, that the process of
decentralization of graduate
admissions would continue,
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and that issues of staff
redeployment would need
some rethinking .
At the April meeting,
the Chair reported that the
Council will consider a new
policy indicating new service
requirements for promotion
and tenure at the ne xt meting.
The next draft of the planning
document, Pacific Rising, is
ready for comment.
The Provost reported
that the work of the Promotion
and Tenure Committee under
the chairmanship of David
FIe t c her
has
been
extraordinary both in the
quality and
quantity of
candidates (twice as many as
last year).
Vice President Julie Sin a
reported on the preparation of
the report to the NCAA. She
outlined improvements to be
made in support services for
athletes.
Questions were
raised about gender equity
both at the student level and
at the coach level. Council
members would like to see a
yearly report on these issues.
The Regents have not yet
required such a report . Some
of the proposals will require
additional funding .
Council
members asked how the
requ ests for more funding for
athleti cs are balanced with the
needs of the academic
program. It was suggested
that this issue be added to the
NCAA report.
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Vice President Julie
Sina reported on the efforts
to provide child care. They
are awaiting a report from
creative
Child
Care
Consultants.
The Council considered
a report of the University
Wide Diversity Committee
and Ethnic Studies and
Gender studies
Boards
entitled "Concepts and
Strategies
for
Institutionalizing Pacific's
Commitment to Diversity."
The University has made
considerable progress in
diversifying the student body
and the faculty. The report
raises the issue of how the
University
can
take
advantage of this diversity in
its educational programs and
environment. The Council
moved to send the report to
the University Wide Diversity
Committee to develop
proposals for implementation
which would be brought back
to the Council.
The Council received a
progress report on the
Faculty Salary Plan. Phase II,
to be completed in FY 2007,
will move average sa laries by
rank to the median salaries
of the CUPA ( College and
University
Personnel
Association, Western Region)
group. Some anomalies were
observed
within
departments. They may be
addressed in Phase III.

NEWS FROM MEMBERS

Roger Barnett writes
with chilling news of a health
crisis from which he is now
recovering, reportedly "quite
excellently," at home in
Stockton. It started with a
cruise to the Mexican Rivera
with the Ericksons, and John
Carew and family. But at
Cabo he had heart trouble
and was flown to San
Francisco for triple by-pass
surgery. The Barnetts are still
planning to go to France for
the summer.
stan Beckler reports
that he is revisiting his
compositional past, redoing a
setting of Psalm 81 for A
Cappella Choir, dedicated to
Derrill Bodley. The original
dates from 1949. He is
sending
the
finished
productto George Buckb~e in
Finland who is not afraid to
deal with unaccompanied
singers.
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Bob Dash writes from
Maine to report the weather is
"Mainelike" - snowy and it is
mud season. He is getting his
boat ready for launching and
summer use. Maria Luisa was
in Quito, Ecuador visiting
relatives .
Cliff
Dochterman
reports that he is selling h~s
house in Stockton to h1s
daughter, Claudia, and they
have been clearing out 50
years of collected "stuff". He
and Mary Elena will visit
Denmark,
Sweden
and
England in June. He has been
doing a lot of traveling and
speaking in the last year to
raise money for humanitarian
projects, primarily working on
the eradication of polio.

Paul Fairbrook has
recently published an article
"Making International Dinners
Exciting and Educational,"
describing
some of the
unusual international dinners
we had at Pacific in the 70's
and 80's. Another article "The
Evoluti on of College and
Gaylon
Caldwell
University Food Service"
writes that he would have
appeared in the Fall issue of
been to more of our events
campus Dining Today.
but he is ex periencing vision
problems.
He has had
Raymond Graves of
macular degeneration for a
the Dental School has finally
decade and it has been
retired from work after 38
worsening recently. He is
years of service. He is 99
undergoing a new therapy,
years of age.
involving injections in t,~.e
eyeba ll which he reports IS
Alice Hunter reports
far less scary than it sounds."
that she is still teaching
"Insects" and doing after-
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school science projects with
TOPS. She does "creepy
crawly" programs for grades
K-4 . She is also a docent at
Oak Grove Park and Micke
Grove Zoo.

Mari Irvin writes that
she and her partner have
just opened a small used
book store in Yachats, OR.
Yachats is a village of 635
persons (when you don 't
countthe tourists) on the
Central Oregon coast. They
are keeping thei r home in
San Francisco but are now
living primarily in Yachats
while pursuing the goal of
the first year of the store
-don't lose money!
"Libby"
Matson
reports that at 93, she is still
driving, but only during
daylight hours.
Jean and Charles
Matuszak attended the
American
Pharmacists
Association Convention in
San Francisco in March,
where Jean presented a
paper " The Lewis and Clark
Expedition: Diseases and
Remedies" to a concurrent
meeting of the American
Institute of the History of
Pharmacy.
Thuan Nguyen writes
from San Francisco to say
that he could not come to
the Spring Luncheon because
he fell and the doctor won't
let him travel. Before that,

he made many trips (to the
Panama Canal, Acapulco,
Costa Rica, and Vietnam.) He
is also helping to babysit with
his grandsons.

Ravindra and Tina
Vasavada vacationed in
Muscat, Oman and Kerala,
India. They ended their trip by
visiting family in Mumbai and
Bhopal. They particularly
Barbara Sayles is enjoyed home-made Gujarti
spending about two-thirds of and Rajasthani dishes.
each year traveling. At the
moment she is on a cruise to
Warren and Carol
Alaska. She spent 3 months vonBronkhorst are getting
basking in the sun in Cabo, ready to celebrate their soth
Mex ico and the Hawaiian wedding anniversary. They
Islands . She attended a didn't send us this news but
seminar in Berlin and toured we report it anyway. They told
the Scandinavian countries. us that Warren is enjoying
The overseas trips were private teaching and has had
supplemented by visits to great success with a couple of
San Francisco, the Napa young students; one has
Valley and the Oregon soloed with the Merced and
Shakespeare Festival.
the Stockton Symphonies and
an 11-year old won the
John Smith is busy audition to solo with the
with judging a writing contest Central
Valley
Youth
sponsored by the Raymond Symphony at their Spring
Associates (a group of Concert. They have been
Raymond College alumni) for traveling, driving to Arizona
students in the Freshman and Los Angeles, and are
class. Winners will receive planning to drive to Seattle,
cas h prizes at the end of cruise to Alaska and then drive
Mentor II and cash awards to Montana before returning to
will also be made to the best Stockton for the anniversary
policy papers in th e group. celebration.
This is the third year that
these awards have been
Don
and
Mary
given.
Wedegaertner spent most of
the month of February in the
Connor
and
Ria Caribbean They went with a
Sutton
became work team of vo lunteers from
grandparents on February their church to Grenada to
19. Austin Connor Sutton help with repairs, etc. from
Keaton was born in Austin, hurricanes that hit in 2004 and
Texas to their daughter, 2005; they also built hurricane
Allison, and her husband, shutters to help with the next
Colin Keaton.
one. Then they went to nearby
Barbados to visit friends. A
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second edition of Peer-Led
Team
Learning, Organic
Chemistry, of which Don is
co-author, has just been
published.
William Whitesides
reports that he has been
judging vocal competitions.
He went to West Virginia
University to hear finalists in
the Eastern Division of the
National Association
of
Teachers of Singing contest
and to Ohio State to judge
the
Irma
M.
Cooper
International
Singing
Competition, Opera Division.
Harvey
Williams
served as a facilitator for
grant application reviews for
the Corporation for National
and Community Service.
Janet
and
John
Williams spent two and half
weeks
in Turkey with
Elderhostel. They visited
ancient sites and learned
about the current political
situation. A bonus was
witnessing a full eclipse of
the sun while in Antalya.

IN MEMORIUM
The Emeriti Society is
sad to learn of the deaths of
the following people and
wishes
to express
its
condolences to their fami ly
and friends:
John G. Boelter,
Associate Professor of Sport

Sciences, not yet retired but
well known to many of us,
died on April 29. He came to
Pacific in 1989 after teaching
for years at Delta College.
He held BA and PhD from the
University of Southern
California, awarded in 1969
and 1974, respectively. A
celebration of his life was
held in Morris Chapel.
Graciella deUrtega
died
on
April
28
in
Washington at the age of 94 .
She had just returned from
the hospital where she was
treated for a broken hip. She
taught Spanish in the Modern
Languages and Literature
Department from 1963 to
1982.
Our
Distinguished
Subscribers
We are honored that
"... of Cabbages and Kings."
is
distributed
to
the
President, the Chairman of
the Board of Regents, the
Provost and all the Vice
Presidents, the Deans and
most directors of services on
campus, the Chair of the
Academic Council, and the
Faculty Advisor of The
Pacifican.

Continuing Appreciation
We thank Darlene
Hall for her fine work in
preparing the Newsletter for
printing and distribution, and
we thank Pearl Piper for her
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excellent work with the
mailing. Without them, the
Newsletter wouldn't happen.
We also thank the Provost and
his staff for their logistical and
financial support.

